
Black women are disproportionately 
exposed to toxic chemicals in the 
workplace, in communities and  
from cosmetics.!
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Is it legal to put toxic ingredients in 
personal care products? 
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Toxic Products Marketed to Black Women
Chemicals linked to infertility in nail products? Cancer-causing 
chemicals in skin lighteners? Hair relaxers with ingredients 
linked to immune system problems and hormone disruption?  

What’s going on?

NEED MORE INFORMATION? 
E-mail info@safecosmetics.org  
or call 617-338-8131.



Products That May Contain Chemicals  
of Concern
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(immune system toxicity, cancer, hormone disruption, 
organ toxicity; can build up in our bodies)

!" :2)4%&).F%-2/"%'),.%$+"-G%$)#$.*77%-')/622-%
(cancer; can build up in our bodies)

!" :2*/).,#F%'),.%."4)8".-G%'),.%$+"-G%7.)0.)#5" 
(immune system toxicity, reproductive harm, cancer,  
cell damage)

!" H,(*&+4%6'&')4)&"F%#),4%624,-'G%5*&,54"%&.")&/"#&-G%
2&'".%#),4%&.")&/"#&-%(reproductive and developmental 
harm, immune system toxicity, hormone disruption) 
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(releases formaldehyde, which is linked to cancer)
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04*"G%-2/"%'),.%-&.),0'&"#".- 
(breathing problems, cancer)

!" D+$.2K*,#2#"F%-1,#%4,0'&"#".-G%'),.%$+"-%(immune 
system and skin toxicity, cancer, reproductive harm)

!" L5&28+#24BMNF%'),.%$+"-G%'),.%."4)8".-%
(mutagen, cancer, immune system toxicity; may be 
contaminated with 1,4-dioxane or ethylene oxide,  
which are linked to cancer)

!" OB6'"#+4"#"$,)/,#"F%'),.%$+"-%(immune system 
toxicity, skin toxicity, hormone disruption, cancer)

!" OPQ%=N%-2.(,&)#%4)*.)&"F%/2,-&*.,R,#0S-22&',#0%
-')/622%(skin toxicity, reproductive harm) 

!" O4)5"#&)4%"8&.)5&F%52#$,&,2#".-G%7)5,)4%/2,-&*.,R".-%
(hormone mimicker)

!" !"4"#,*/%-*4T$"F%$)#$.*77%-')/622-%
(linked to cancer, neurotoxicity, developmental harm;  
can build up in our bodies)

!" !+#&'"&,5%7.)0.)#5"F%/)#+%6".-2#)4%5)."%6.2$*5&-%
(allergies, cancer, birth defects)

!" U24*"#"F%#),4%624,-'G%5*&,54"%&.")&/"#&-G%2&'".%#),4%
&.")&/"#&-%(reproductive and developmental harm, 
nervous system toxicity, kidney and liver toxicity)
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